
 
Tree removal or tree works 

within the 
Vegetation Protection Overlay (VPO) area. 

 
  
A Planning Permit is required to remove or destroy any vegetation that: 
• Has a t runk circumference greater than 500mm (160mm diameter) at 1200mm 

above ground level, and  
• Is higher than 10 metres. 
 
This does not apply to dead vegetation or to the following species: 
• all willow trees 
• radiata or monterey pines 
• evergreen alders 
• sweet pittosporums 
• desert ashes. 
 
A planning permit is not required:- 
• if the ve getation pr esents a n i mmediate r isk of  personal i njury or  d amage t o 

property and only that part of  vegetation which presents the immediate r isk i s 
removed, destroyed or lopped,  

• or as ot herwise a llowed unde r t he r equirements of  t he V egetation P rotection 
Overlay of the Monash Planning Scheme.  [Clause 42.02] 

 

It is the responsibility of the land owner to ensure that either a Planning Permit 
is applied for, or that the exemptions from the requirement to obtain a Planning 
Permit are satisfied. 
Council r ecommends that a n a rborist or  ot her s uitably qu alified pr ofessional be  
engaged to provide the necessary advice prior to the cutting of any trees protected by 
the overlay, as removal of vegetation contrary to the exemptions above could result in 
the issuing of fines and legal action. 

If unsure, a land owner is able to write to Council, attaching a copy of the arborists or 
other, suitably qualified persons report, for confirmation that a Planning Permit is, or 
is not, required.  

 

Monash Maps – Vegetation Protection Overlay 

http://www.monash.vic.gov.au/maps/maps.htm 

 

Department of Planning and Community Development - Monash Planning Scheme: 

( http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/monash/home.html ) 


